
 

 



 

 



 

 

2016 FEDERAL INTER-AGENCY  

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM 

 
Musical Prelude—Oh, Freedom/Dayenu  

6th in the City Chorus, Marty Lamar, Director 

 

Color Guard / National Anthem 

Woodrow Wilson High School JROTC Color Guard 

6th in the City Chorus 

 

Welcome / Message from President Barack Obama 

Stuart E. Eizenstat,  Moderator 

 

Excerpt: “Ahead of Time, the Extraordinary Journey of Ruth Gruber” 

Introduced by David Michaels, PhD, MPH 

 

Panel Discussion with Holocaust Survivors 

Stuart E. Eizenstat 

Panelists: Marione Ingram and Rubin Sztajer 

 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 

Marione Ingram  

Rubin Sztajer  

Stuart E. Eizenstat  

Joe Leonard, Jr. PhD  

David Michaels, PhD, MPH 

Carlton M. Coleman 

Anthony Fowler 

Jeff Knishkowy—Reader 

6th in the City Chorus—Total Praise/Esa Ainai  

 

Closing Remarks 

Stuart E. Eizenstat 

 

Musical Postlude 

6th in the City Chorus 



 

 

Stuart E. Eizenstat is Senior Counsel and head of the international trade and finance practice 

at Covington & Burling, LLP, focusing on resolving international business problems on behalf 

of U.S. companies and others. 

 

Ambassador Eizenstat’s distinguished government career has included service on the White 

House Staff of President Johnson (1967-68); Chief White House Domestic Policy Adviser and 

Director of the White House Domestic Policy Staff under President Carter (1977-1981); U.S. 

Ambassador to the European Union, Under Secretary of Commerce, Under Secretary of State, 

and Deputy Secretary of the Treasury in the Clinton Administration (1993-2001). He simulta-

neously served as Special Adviser to the President and Secretary of State on Holocaust-Era 

Issues, negotiating over $8 billion in benefits for Holocaust Survivors and the families of vic-

tims from Swiss and French banks, German and Austrian slave and forced labor companies, 

payment of Holocaust-era insurance policies, restitution of Nazi-looted art, and restitution or 

compensation for looted Jewish property. 

 

Ambassador Eizenstat’s recommendation to President Carter for a presidential commission 

on the Holocaust, headed by Eli Wiesel, led directly to the creation of the U.S. Holocaust Me-

morial Museum. He was also instrumental in working with then-Swedish Prime Minister 

Persson to create the Holocaust Education Task Force, now consisting of over 30 countries to 

promote education on the Holocaust and its contemporary lessons. 

 

During the Obama Administration, he has served as Special Adviser on Holocaust Issues to 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and now to Secretary of State John Kerry. In that capacity, 

he negotiated a $50 million agreement with the Lithuanian government, and most recently, a 

$60 million agreement with the French government to pay survivors, their spouses or heirs, 

who were deported on the French national railway and have never been compensated be-

cause they left France after the War and are now citizens of other countries, like the United 

States or Israel. 

 

Since 2009, Ambassador Eizenstat has headed the negotiating team of the Jewish Claims Con-

ference and negotiated over $1.5 billion in new benefits from Germany, especially home care 

for elderly, poor survivors around the world. 

 

STUART E. EIZENSTAT 
 

Moderator 



 

 

Appointed by President Barack 
Obama and unanimously con-
firmed by the United States Sen-
ate, David Michaels, PhD, MPH, 
became the 12th Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Occupational 
Safety and Health in December, 
2009. 
 
As the longest serving Assistant 
Secretary in OSHA's history, he 
has worked to strengthen the 
agency's enforcement in high 
hazard industries, promote com-
mon sense worker protection 
programs and standards, expand 
compliance assistance provided 
to small employers, improve 
OSHA's whistleblower protec-
tion program, and increase out-
reach to the vulnerable popula-
tions who are at greatest risk for 
work-related injury and illness.  
 
Michaels is the son of journalist 
and Holocaust rescuer, Ruth 
Gruber. 

Marione Ingram was born in 

Hamburg, Germany, just prior to 

World War II.   

 

She witnessed the rise of the 

Nazis and the terror of the war.   

She also experienced the degra-

dation of being treated as a 

“subhuman,” a Jew, under the 

Nazis.  In fact, her neighbors in 

the apartment where she lived 

were more than happy to report 

Jews to the Gestapo.  

 

Upon learned that she was to be 

sent to a concentration camp, 

her mother attempted suicide 

and Marione discovered her and 

revived her.  

 

Towards the end of the war, she 

was subjected to allied massive 

bombing campaigns that 

flattened the city, creating rag-

ing fires that sucked the air out 

of the lungs of those trapped 

there. 

 

Ms. Ingram’s war experiences 

are chronicled in her book, The 

Hands of War.  Her active in-

volvement in the American Civil 

Rights Movement is document-

ed in her second book, The 

Hands of Peace. 

At age 14, Rubin Sztajer was in-

troduced to the horrors of the 

Holocaust.  He was sent to a 

ghetto with his family.  At night 

he smuggled out of the ghetto 

into a field and dug up anything 

he could to bring back to feed 

his family.   

 

At 16, Rubin was taken away 

from home, never to see his par-

ents and 3 siblings again.  Rubin 

was transferred from one con-

centration camp to another, en-

during forced labor.  Toward the 

end of 1944, Rubin participated 

in death marches and witnessed 

the execution of fellow prison-

ers who could not keep up.   

 

At liberation on April 15, 1945, 

Rubin was found unconscious by 

his inmate sister, Gussie. He re-

mained in Bergen-Belsen for 6 

months to regain enough 

strength before his sister carried 

him to Frankfurt looking for his 

brother, Sam.  It took Rubin an 

additional 3 years of treatment 

to recover his health. 

 

In May 1949, Rubin was spon-

sored by the Jewish Agency of 

Baltimore and arrived to the US. 

Since that date, Rubin has been 

a tireless witness to the Holo-

caust, telling his story for more 

than 30 years. 

RUBIN SZTAJER MARIONE INGRAM DAVID MICHAELS 
 



 

 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 

 
Marione Ingram, Holocaust Survivor  

Rubin Sztajer, Holocaust Survivor  

Stuart E. Eizenstat, Special Adviser on Holocaust Issues to the Secretary of State  

David Michaels, PhD, MPH, Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health  

Joe Leonard, Jr. PhD, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, USDA 
Carlton M. Coleman, Departmental Disability Employment Program Manager, DOJ 

Anthony Fowler, Director of Interagency Affairs, ED 

Jeff Knishkowy, Special Counsel, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, USDA 

6th in the City Chorus - The idea for the 6th in the City Chorus and the partnership with Turner 

Memorial African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church’s Koinonia Choir stems from the Sixth & I 

Synagogue’s historic building in Washington, D.C., which previously housed Turner Memorial AME 

Church’s congregation for 52 years.    
 

Inspired by this shared history, Sixth & I’s Rabbi Shira Stutman reached out to Reverend William 

H. Lamar IV to solicit his assistance in starting a choir that celebrated the two congregations’ 

different cultures and spiritual musical styles.   The choruses gave their first joint performance in 

2013 and continue to delight audiences with innovative performances today.    

Ruth Gruber 

 
Ruth Gruber, who is now 104 years old, was born in Brooklyn, New York. She became the youngest 
PhD in the world before going on to become an international foreign correspondent and photojournal-

ist at age 24.  With her love of adventure, fearlessness and powerful intellect, Ruth defied tradition in 

an extraordinary career that has spanned more than seven decades. 

 

The first journalist to enter the Soviet Arctic in 1935, Ruth also traveled to Alaska as a member of the 

Roosevelt administration in 1942, escorted close to 1,000 Holocaust refugees, almost all Jewish, to 

the United States in 1944, covered the Nuremberg trials in 1946, and documented the Haganah ship 
Exodus in 1947. Her relationships with world leaders, including Eleanor Roosevelt, President Harry 

Truman, and David Ben Gurion, gave her unique access and insight into the modern history of the 

Jewish people. 

 

Ruth is an inspiration not only for her ground-breaking career, but for her vitality and humor. The film, 

“Ahead of Time, the Extraordinary Journey of Ruth Gruber”, had its world premiere at the Toronto 

International Film Festival, 2009. 

6th in the City Chorus  
Marty Lamar, Director 



 

 

Oh, Freedom/Dayenu  

 

“Oh, Freedom” is a post-Civil War African-American freedom song associated with the American Civil 

Rights Movement. “Dayenu” is a song of gratitude that is sung in Hebrew during the Jewish holiday 

of Passover that includes the history of the Exodus from Egypt. Dayenu literally means “it would 

have been enough for us.” Dayenu was featured in a Survivors’ Haggadah (prayer text for Passover) 

prepared just after World War II for Jewish services held in displaced persons camps. The Chorus 

has combined the two songs in order to express our mutual histories and quest for freedom. 

 

Total Praise/Esa Ainai 

 

“Total Praise,” an anthem written by Richard Smallwood, one of the most accomplished and 

admired songwriters in sacred music, was released in 1996. The song is hugely popular in the 

sacred music world and beyond. Here, we have combined the song with the Hebrew words of “Esa 

Ainai,” a selection that is also from Psalm 121, and which is traditionally sung at Jewish funerals 

and memorial services. 

 

 

Special Acknowledgement: 
 

 

Anthony Fowler, Department of Education  
Chair 

 

Jeff Knishkowy, Department of Agriculture  

Deputy Chair 

‘ 

Claudia Silver, National Aeronautics and Space Administration  

Secretary 
 

Dexter Brooks, Equal Employment  Opportunity Commission  

Bill Landau, Department of Veterans Affairs (Ret) 

Joseph Schubart, Department of Education  (Ret) 

John Emond, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Ret) 

Lynda Sampson, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Ret) 

Eva Fontheim, Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Elizabeth Walker, National Aeronautics and Space Administration  
Tina Hoellerer, Department of Agriculture  

 

Musical Selections 

 

Total Praise 

   
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills 

Knowing my help is coming from You 

Your peace you give me in time of the storm 

  

You are the source of my strength 

You are the strength of my life 

I lift my hands in total praise to you 

 

Esa Ainai 

  
Esa einai el heharim, 

Me’ayin me’ayin yavo ezri 

Ezri me’im Hashem, 

Oseh shamayim va’aretz 

  

I will lift up my eyes to the mountains. 

From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. 



 

 

2015 ADVISORY, ACKNOWLDEGEMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

Department of Agriculture  

Jonathan Alboum 

Doug Nash 

Joyce Hunter 

Cynthia Larkins 

Jeff Knishkowy – Dep. Chair 

Sabrina Ferguson-Ward 

Tina Hoellerer—Past Chair 

Yetzenia Correa 
Amanda Krot  

Damali Carr 

 

Broadcasting Board  

of Governors 

Janice Davis-Roane 

Angela Tucker 

 

Department of Commerce 

Joshua Dickson  

 

Custom Border Protection 

 

Department of Education 

Barbara Outlaw 
Beverly Fenwick 

Barbara Julius 

Joe Schubart (Ret) - Founder 

Anthony Fowler—Chair 

 

Department of Energy 

Michael Colbert 
 

Equal Employment  

Opportunity Commission  

Dexter Brooks  

 

Environmental  

Protection Agency 
Kirk Marusak - Past Chair 

Denise Benjamin-Sirmons 

Lernee Morina 

 

Federal Bureau Investigation  

Lynn Hoffman  

 

Government  
Accountability Office 

Matthew Gever 

Ellen Grady 

Timothy Hunter 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Department of  

Homeland Security 

Angela Parker 

Elaine McKinney 

 

Federal Emergency  

Management Agency 

Robert Brodkey (Ret) 
Margie Floyd 

 

Federal Labor Relations Au-

thority 

Gina Grippando 

Daniel Schiff 

 

Department of Housing  

and Urban Development 

John Benison 

Jerry Holloway 

Eva C. Fontheim—Stage Chair 

Belynda Saturley 

 

U.S. Holocaust  Memorial 
Museum 

Lynn Williams 

Kristine Donly 

Dr. Edna F. Friedberg 

Scott Miller 

 

Department of the  
Interior 

John W. Burden 

Barbara Evans 

Ulysees L. Gilbert II  

 

Department of Justice 

Karen Basnight 
Carlton M. Coleman 

Eugene Schneeberg 

Stephen Sherman 

 

Merit Systems Protection 

Board 

Wendy Doernberg 

 
National Aeronautics  

and Space Administration 

John Emond (Ret) 

Lynda Sampson (Ret) 

Claudia Silver—Secretary 

Elizabeth Walker - Poster Chair 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Peace Corps 

Jennifer Bailey 

 

Department of State 

John Robinson 

Tin T. Cao 

 
Small Business  

Administration 

Harriett Tyler 

 

Smithsonian Institution 

Dr. Philippa Rappoport 

Flint Hamilton 

 

Department of the Treasury 

Abby Gilbert 

Mariam Harvey 

Angela Williams 

Lillian Wright 

 

Transportation  
Security Administration 

Terance Edwards 

 

Department of  

Veterans Affairs 

Bill Landau (Ret) 

Nanese Loza 
Robert Turtil 

 

The White House - Office  

of Public Engagement 

 

Woodrow Wilson High School 

JROTC Color Guard  
 

Allgenerations 

Serena Woolrich  

 

And All Volunteers. 

 

 

 
 

Thank you! 
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